Editorial

GOVERNMENT POLICY, CHALLENGES
BEFORE TELECOM SECTOR

Before 1986 Postal and Telecom services were jointly operated by the Posts and Telegraphs
department It was separated in the year 1986 in two departments of posts and department of Telecom.
Both the departments were under control of the ministry of communication.

The growth of Telecom sector was on peak stage between 1986-1990, in the period of Late Sri
Rajeev Gandhi. He initiated the revolution In the Telecom sector, Telecom services were reached even
in rural area in his resime. After death of Sri Rajeev Gandhi. Sri Narshimha Rao became P.M. of our
country, who accepted and adopted the international policy invested by the international capitalists as
liberalization, Privatization and Globalization, This LPG took the Telecom sector also in its grip. The
then communication minister Sri Pandit Sukhram jee, brought a resolution in parliament to corporatize
the department of Telecom operation and Telecom services, which were two wings of department
of Telecom, But the BJP with its 88 members in parliament, resisted not to pass it in house and the
parliament was disturbed for 14 days continuously. The Congress Govt. was compelled to withdraw
the resolution from the desk of the parliament

After taking over the BJP govt. in centre in 1999, the govt. brought a New Telecom policy 1999 and
informed the parliament that for implementation of New Telecom Policy 1999, it is necessary to convert
the department of Telecom services and department of Telecom operation into a corporation and it was
very easily passed by both the houses of the Parliament.

The Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited came into existence from 1.10.2000 even after a total strike by
the workers under the joint action committee of three federations. The strike was for three days with
effect from 6th Sept. 2000. The BMS Federation Quit out from the strike on first day itself but not a
single worker throughout the nation joined duty,

An agreement was reached between a group of ministers lead by Shri Ramvilash Paswan the then
communication minister and the federations lead by Com. O.P. Gupta Secretary General NFTE. The
Govt. agreed to pay the govt. pension to the staff transferred from D.O.T to the corporation and their
job and financial viability of the company will be secured.

In 2004 the UPA 1 Govt. took over the power in centre, and the agreement of earlier Govt. which
was approved by the then union cabinet and published In Gazette of India started to deviation.

The Govt. decided not to allow the BSNL to provide services in mobile sigma and the dozens of
private companies were allowed by the Govt. to play in mobile area of voice and data communication.

The BSNL allowed to come in the field of mobile Telecom only after Intervention of Hon’ble high
court Delhi.

The Govt. made all efforts to push back the BSNL but the united approach of workers compelled
the Govt. to take u-turn.

The BSNL come at first position upto 2005 in mobile sigma and earned the annual profit of Rs. Ten
thousand crores upto 2006. The capacity to provide switching for the mobile technology was saturated
and the BSNL management sent a requirement to the union Govt for procurement equipment of 45
million connection in mobile sigma, but the respective file was kept pending for two years by the then
communication minister Shri Daya Nidhi Maran.

The procurement permission to purchase half of the required equipment was given by the Govt.
only after one day strike by all the executive and non-executive workers of the BSNL on 11th July
2007. It was a peculiar strike as the workers were agitating for the growth of company and not for their
own economical demand. Thus the hidden agenda of the Govt. to close the BSNL came in light. Again



the BJP took over the power in 2014. The Niti Ayog was established in place of planning commission.

The Niti Ayog decided to close the BSNL and MTNL along with some more PSUs but the regular
struggles and resistance from the BSNL workers, the union Govt. took a decision to revive the BSNL
and announced a revival package of 70 thousands crore rupees as revival package for the BSNL. In
name of revival 78648 employees were sent on VRS and not a single paisa was given to BSNL for
maintenance and providing of the services what to say about capital for the growth of the company.

The allotment and rolling out of 4G spectrum was also one of the important item of the union
Cabinet decision for the revival package but it is still not implemented in BSNL due to resistance
created by the Govt.

Itis open to the people of the country that Reliance Jio was launched by Ambani on 5th Sept. 2016
putting the photo of our prime minister. The Ambani group used the name of our Prime Minister Sri.
Modi Ji as brand ambassador of the Reliance Jio. At the same time the BSNL was compelled to stop
its tender for procurement of equipment for 4G spectrum under the direction to procure only 'Swadesi’
make In India equipment for 4G roll out for BSNL.

Under the systematic way the Govt. is finishing BSNL by feeding sweet poison as it is being done
for other public sectors also.

It is a clear story of the Govt. resistance for which the BSNL is declining day by day right from
2005. The company which earned 10,000 crores profit is now not able to pay the salary of the workers
even after reduction of a huge numbers of staff through VRS.

The BSNL workers are always on struggle path to face the challenges of the Govt. and due to this
the BSNL. Company is still seen in existence. The company is running today with 5% of market share
only but the policy of the Govt. is clear only to encourage the private operators specially Reliance Jio.

At present scenario the total maintenance and provisioning of services is dealt with by private
vendors or contractors. All promotional avenues have been snatched by the management and nothing
welfare measures are available for the working employees. The revision of pension for two lakhs
retired employees was pending since 2007 and similar is the case of working employees who are on
the struggle path as their wage revision is due since 2017.

The Govt. has listed the BSNL for sale and monetize its land and buildings, OFC cables, Mobile
Towers and for this job National monetization pipe line, national monetization corporation and Niti
Ayog are applying their mind to finish the existence of BSNL at earliest possible.

In the circumstances the trade unions are facing hardship but they are continuously working to
save the BSNL and protect the interest of remaining employees of BSNL.
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